






A. Background of the Study 
Speaking plays an important role in daily life. It is because speaking is the 
functional basis of language as communication feature. It delivers the 
languages through the mouth. According to Tarigan (1990:15) speaking is the 
ability to convey sounds of articulation or words in order to express the ideas, 
messages, or feelings. Based on the statements, it can be concluded that within 
the texts which are produced by the speaker, there are meaningful utterances 
which contain information. The information contained in the message is 
received and translated by the listener depends on the way of speaker uttered 
the speeches. Therefore in delivering the speech, the speaker should make sure 
of what he wanted to deliver through the messages so there won’t be any 
miscommunication.  
Speaking skill is one of the important aspects to master English besides the 
other skills, they are reading, listening, and writing. Those four skills are 
related to each other. There are also other aspects of four language skills, such 
as grammar, pronunciation, and vocabulary. By learning all of that, it is 
expected that students can master the language quickly, especially on their 
speaking skill. Hence, doing some practices can improve the student’s speaking 
skill. To enhance English speaking skills, it's good to often practice it either 
with the teacher or with someone who understands about it. So basically, the 
class is a good place for students to make this opportunity, especially English 
Department students.  
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta has some faculties and one of 
them is faculty of teacher training and education. English Education 
Department is included on this faculty’s major. This department has some 
output’s visions towards the students that they should be competent, skillful, 
capable and trained. As the undergraduate student and prospective teacher, they 




problem with them in communication using a foreign language. In fact, it is 
often found that there are still some students who get low skill and have 
problems in speaking practice. These students are given chances to train and 
develop their speaking skill at SEGA program. 
SEGA or Saturday English Gathering is a program of English Education 
Department which was held since 2004. The program is targeted to the first and 
second-year students of English Education Department. The aim is to increase 
and develop the ability of students in learning English, especially in the ability 
of speaking and that is why the focus of the lesson is mostly about speaking 
session. The learning is held outside the classroom, with each teacher holds 10 
students. Of course for the material, the first and second-year students get the 
different ones and different levels for each semester. Debate is included in one 
of the lesson topics in SEGA. This debate material was given to the second-
year students of English Education Department. Studying debate in SEGA is 
very helpful for them because the similar material is also given in class.  
Debate can be implemented as an alternative way to teach speaking 
(Maryadi, 2008:16). Based on the statement, one of the best methods of 
teaching English speaking is through debate. Practicing debate actually enable 
them to do research and read more texts in English. During the process, they 
can widen their vocabulary too. Most of all, their critical thinking skills and the 
four major components of English proficiency (listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing) are able to be enhanced. According to Bellon (2000), one of the 
benefits of the debate implementation is to teach students the ability to solve 
problems and see things from the perspective of others. During the debate 
process, starting from identifying problems, expressing the arguments, 
listening to the opinions of opponents and teacher’s feedback, all four aspects 
are emphasized. In addition, debate can help the debater to overcome the fears 
(Rybold, 2006:17). According to the statements, some advantages of 
implementing debate are believed to be able to increase the confidence of the 




Debate is different from other strategies. In debate, students are given 
some topics or motions to be discussed. Once the time for discussing is done, 
they have to deliver their speech spontaneously and only being guided by the 
note that they have already made. One or two students would present their 
arguments and facts concerning the topics. The next step, they rebut to the 
student’s questions and arguments. During the debate, of course, the students 
are required to talk a lot and communicate by making sentences that are easily 
understood by listeners. In a debate, there are two sides at odds with certain 
cases. Those two sides often called as the positive/affirmative team and the 
negative team. Both sides of the team try to defend their own arguments and 
perception.  
Argument is a reason to convince the listener to support someone’s point 
of view about a debatable topic (Scott, 1996). Argument skill is the essential 
part of maintaining the position team in the debate. An argumentative 
reasoning skill affects the way of the debaters delivering their arguments and 
speeches. Hence, its role in debate is crucial. The acquisition of winners from a 
debate is usually given to the team whose arguments are felt to be stronger than 
the other team's arguments. Generally, the strong arguments consisted of the 
A.R.E.L structure (National Speech & Debate Association, 2009), they are; 
Assertion, Reasoning, Evidence, and Link-back. So, to present a strong 
argument, the students must assert their claims by giving their statement 
whether they support the motion or not. Then, they explain logically why their 
claims are true. Furthermore, they provide evidence to reinforce that statement. 
Finally, drawing a conclusion from all explanations. But in fact, some debaters 
don’t engage this structure while conveying their arguments.  
For these reasons, the writer proposed research entitled AN ANALYSIS 
OF ARGUMENT SKILL MADE BY STUDENTS OF ENGLISH 
DEPARTMENT IN “SEGA PROGRAM” AT MUHAMMADIYAH 





B. Limitation of the Study 
The researcher focused on how the students build their arguments in 
AREL structure while arguing with their opponents. The participants of the 
study were 12 groups of debate which each one of them consisted of 3 
members. They are the students of the second-year students of English 
Education Department who joined the SEGA (Saturday English Gathering) 
program in 2018/2019 academic year. The data is in form of transcript of their 
speech’s recording during the debate and interview. The research is descriptive 
qualitative research which the data will be analyzed by A.R.E.L structure 
(National Speech & Debate Association, 2009). 
 
C. Statements of the Problem 
While doing this research, the researcher had been found some emerged 
problems that should be solved as the final result of it. The problems as 
follows: 
1. How do the students of English Department of UMS apply the AREL 
structure in building the argument during debate in SEGA program in 
2018/2019 academic year? 
2. What are the difficulties faced by students of English Education 
Department of UMS in building the arguments during debate in SEGA 
program in 2018/2019 academic year? 
 
D. Objective of the Study 
In order to solve the problems faced by the researcher, this research will 
fulfill the problem statements as follows:  
1. To describe the way of the students of English Department of UMS apply 
the AREL structure in building the argument during debate in SEGA 
program in 2018/2019 academic year. 
2. To identify the difficulties faced by students in building the arguments 





E. Significance of the Study 
At the end of research, the researcher hope all of this works can be useful, 
helpful, and beneficial for the researcher itself, the English students learning, the 
teachers and other researchers. It can be described as follows: 
1. Theoretical Significance 
The result of the study will be able to contribute in study of teaching, 
especially in teaching speaking. 
2. Practical Significance 
a. For the teachers or lecturer, this research provides a best method of 
teaching speaking, especially in teaching debate. 
b. For the students, it is able to give contribution to develop the 
knowledge about argument skill study. 
c. For the readers, it can acquire more information and knowledge of 
building a strong argument. 
d. For the other researchers, it is able to be beneficial as a reference in 
argument skill study that can be continued and developed again. 
 
F. Research Paper Organization 
The research paper will comprise in five chapters. A brief summary of the 
content of each chapter is described as follows. 
Chapter I is introduction. In this chapter, the researcher sets out the 
background of the study, the aim of the study, the limitation of the study, and the 
benefit of the study. 
Chapter II is review of related literature and underlying theory. The 
researcher reviews the literature related to this research and presents the theories 
support the study. 
Chapter III is research method. This chapter presents the type of research, 
subject and object of the data, data and data source, data collection techniques, data 
analysis techniques, and data validity. 
Chapter IV is research finding and discussion. In this chapter, the researcher 




Chapter V contains conclusion, implication, and suggestion. In this part, the 
writer concludes the result of the research, shows the pedagogical implication of the 
research, and gives suggestion associated with the result. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
